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Hispanic Directors Endorses Blue Ribbon Immigration Report

Encouraged by Governor’s Response
For Immediate Release: March 31, 2009
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The Hispanic Directors Association of New Jersey (HDANJ) today endorsed the findings of the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Immigration taking special note of the recommendations issued by the panel with regards to the establishment of a “Commission of New Americans,” a greater emphasis on cultural competency in state programs, and in-state college tuition for immigrant children.  

“We are encouraged by Governor Corzine’s assurances that he will put into effect most of the recommendations set forth by the panel,” said Elsa Candelario, Chairperson of the Hispanic Directors Association and member of the Blue Ribbon Panel. “We anticipate that his endorsement will result in establishing in the near future a Commission on New Americans in the State Department of the Public Advocate. This commission can serve as both a watchdog for civil rights and a promoter of immigrant integration into the larger New Jersey community.”


Daniel Santo Pietro, Executive Director of HDANJ added: “We appreciate the Governor believes that cultural competency in state programs is essential if we are to deliver programs to our growing immigrant community, which will be a key component in New Jersey’s economic revival. The data is very clear – Immigrants are essential to our economy. If we are to succeed, programs such as English as a Second Language courses, workforce training, and health services need to be delivered in a culturally sensitive way.”
There are dozens of recommendations in the report which will take many months to digest and analyze. Among them, the recommendation to provide in-state tuition for immigrant children who have lived here all their lives, but may not be documented, is critical. “We cannot condemn these children to a life of ignorance and ourselves to the consequences of closing off opportunity to many motivated youths,” Santo Pietro concluded.

HDANJ is an umbrella organization representing more than two dozen Latino community-based organizations from across the state. The agencies serve hundreds of thousands of low income clients a year. 
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